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I VE RY good Member of Society muſt E 
1 ways be mind ful of the in lpentible Debi 

J owes to the Public, and, therefore, cqnſtantly 
folliczous for the Freedom __ Wealth of all Mau- 


kind, in general, but, more eſpecially, of that Bogy 
of Men to which he is inviolably Bound by Law, as 


well, as by every moral and religious Confidera- 


tion, 
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li to his Duty to his CREATOR, Maw? s 
chief Obligation is to Man. We are not born for 
ourſelves alone; We have a mutual relation to, and 
Dependance upon, each other; and /elf- Love, tho 
the moſt active Principle in the Mind of Man, is 
but a Branch of Social Love; Infomuch, that by 
this alone, the purity and real Value of the former 
are to be proved and aſcertained, 


The truly ſenſible, who muſt ever be a good, 
Man, looks upon himſelf, not only as a Limb or 
Member of the great Society, but as aTruſtee or Ser- 
vant to the PuBLic His firſt and great Obligation 
is to ſerve the Community, in his allotted Station, to 
the utmoſt of his Power. He knows that every 
Individual is, by the great, unerring Law of Na- 
TURE, as well, as by that of Man, indiſpenſably 
Sub ſervient and Minifterial to, as well, as dependent on, 
the wHOLE Couuuxfry, and that, therefore, all 
ſelſiſb or private Intereſt muſt ever be freely, and 
readily ſacrificed to the Public. Such a Man can- 
not, unmoved, fee the moſt ſlight and diſtant In- 
croachment made, or threatened, on the Privileges i 
and Rights of his Neighbours. His Heart and 
Hand muſt ever be raiſed to oppoſe all Degrees of, 7 
and Tendencies to, Oppreſſion and I yranny, executed - 
or attempted by the higheſt upon the let and ef | 
remote : And much leſs, can an immediate Member 4 
of the Community, receive the ſlighteſt Wound or In- 
Jury, which the good Man does not Feel and Bleed 
for, in a double Senſe ; firſt, from univerſal Benevo- 
lence and Brotherly Love; and ſecondly, from good 
Policy. 3 


While any Senſe of PIE 1s left, the goo! 
Man, let his 12 in Life be what it may, muſt 
ever 
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ever be able, as well, as willing, to give ſome check to 
the big beſt Oppreſſors and evil Doers, and ſome 
comfort or ſolace to injured Innocence and Virtue. 


He cannot, therefore, grow weary in well-doing. 
He mult perſevere with Zeal, Courage and Fortituge. 


This Character every Man ſhould adopt. For 
this is but a ſnort Sketch of what Man ſhould be, 
I am ſorry to ſay, not what Man is. But Im 
inſiſt, that that Man is beſt qualified for every Office 
of public T ruſt, who beſt fulfills this Character. 


vet, melancholly Conſideration ! Such is the de- 
pravity of the Times, that no Man wades with more, 
real difficulties, thro* Life, than the generous, public 
ſpirited Man. His Conduct is ever a Reproach to the 
Multitude; their Envy, Hatred and Malice will, there- 
fore, upon all Occaſions, boil oyer * him, and 
3 ſhew it ſelf in Various Shapes.---The Virtues of the 
= moſt Eminent are, at beſt, feared, by the Ignorance, 
1 Prejudice or Envy of | their Bebilders.--- Same Men 
cannot, or if they can, will nat, Diſcern, or diſtin · 
4 guiſh, a noble from a baſe Action. Others are apt 
to attribute them to ſome falſe End or Intention ; and 
others purpoſely miſ-repreſent, or put a wron g Inter- 
pretation upon them. But a ſolid and Subſtantial 
Greatneſs of Soul looks down with a generous Neplef? 
on the Cenſures and Applauſes of the miſguided Mulli- 
tude, andplaces a Man * the little noiſe and Alle Y 
Tongues, 


If theſe Poſitions be true, and- theſe Conſiderati- 
ons juſt, nothing ſhould deter the Man, who has eſ- 
tabliſhed theſe Principles in his Mind, from ſteadily 
purſuing the virtuous Courſe, which a well informed 
Conſcience Directs. His Mind muſt ever be bent oh 
doing all poſſible Good. Nor is he to be diſcourag- 
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| ed by all the Obſtacles that can be thrown in his way; 


his Intentions are all that he is accountable for, to 
Heaven; and, when he has dene, or endeavoured to 
do, all the good in his Power, not till then, can he 


content himſelf with the comfortable Conſideration 


of having diſcharged his Duty; he is not anſwerable 

for the Event, that muſt be left to Providence. 
However ſhort of this Character, 1 may be found 

to have fallen, if I know my ſelf, I can, of a Truth, 


ſay, it has ever been yppermoſt in my View, and 


that it is from theſe Principles alone, I am now. 
prompted, to offer my ſelk for an bigh Station a- 
mong you. Could I have means of laying 'my Bo- 
ſom open to you, I ſhould not fear being able 


to acquit myſelf of Undertaking this arduous Taſk, 


for you, thro* Pride or unbecoming Ambition. 1 
aſſure you, I am moſt perfectly contented with be- 
ing caſt among the lower Claſs of Men, with regard to 
Station and Grandeur; for there, in all Nations, at this, 
nay, at all Times, do we find moſt Freedom and Vir- 
tue. It is my utmoſt Pride that 1 am a radeſman and 
Citizen of DuBL1N, and that I am neither of Fami- 
ty, Fortune, Education, or Principle to recommend 
me, to what the World falſely calls, Great Men, that 
is, Men in Power; or modern, that is, xew-faſhjoned 
Sentlemen. Do but reflect, who have reſtored, and 
now, uphold the Freedom and Rights of Sweden. 
You will find they were the poor deloiſedT, radeſmen and 
Peaſants, whoſe Repreſentatives, in their Parliament, 
tho'calledfromtheirTrages, theirShops or their Plong bs, 
are now the principal Oppanents of the Ineroachments 
on PusLic LiserTy, and its Boldeſt and beff A/- 
fertors. Who long 2 the ſinking States af 
ung Slavery, and lately reſtored 
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Fach. and — packed Place-Men, Peulonerr 
and other wexal Furs and Proftitutes, in fach 
Crowds, into Parhament, that ke could gain every 
Tt End he propaled chere ?--—-It was the Virtue 
and Freedom of the Tn AD ESMENH of Loxnnon, Alone, 
N which prevented many -axticonftitutional Bills being 
3 carried ante Execution, chat had paſſed both How- 
ſes of Partament.-—Im this Claſs my Pride would 
& Hlace me, if my Fortune had not. Here I con- 
8 zemedly,, dy «aſt wy Anchor. Judge of the 
= Truhot this by Conduct. thio* all che Qfices 
V In which” I have already ſerved you. And as 2 
Bond for ſatnre Behaviour, accept theſe public 
eclaratipns. K is time to lay Self afide; but 
; Nies me frſt inform you, that the? 1 have pub- 
6 ale offered myſelf a Candidate for the Place f 
4 2 CaTazZEN Ie, You mn 3 it is but 
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Y rte a8 1 am of che T afk, if the - oh wy 
Deln Commandedane,on ary Emergency, to lead 
1 4 an Arurydorthem, I ſhouldceramlyobeythem. Their 
Fro Choice Mall ever determine mein all Matters. 
and to ſhew my invialalle Regard co their Fres- 
au., 1 foorn, diſdain and "deteſt all the little r 
1 con/iimntional Arts of modern Candidates, x2 gain 
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gainſt it The Man who acts on Conſtitutional 


COMMONS of Dublin, in the Years one thou- 


. . 


1 
attempt to influence any Man to Vote for me, on any 
other Principle, than FREI Caoics, let it not be 
looked upon, as my Act, 1 renounce, and proteſt a- 


Principles cannot, in any inſtance, invade or re. 
ſtrain the LIBER TIES of his Neighbour, He muſt 
think it, therefore de/igning, if not Criminal to 
influence a Voice to bring him into Parliament, as 
it would be to influence a Sheriff to put him on a 
Fury. ------ Suppoſe yourſelves, then, Sheriffs, 
and any Man Sollicited you to be put on a Pannel, 
would you not, therefore, Suſpet and Reject 
him? You could not avoid it.---In the Caſe of an Mt 
Election, you act in a judicial Capacity, as much 
as a Sheriff does. Your Vote is not entirely your . 
own. You cannot without Perfidy, a Breach of i 
Truſt to Society, give it, thro* Intereſt or Comple- * 
ment to any Man. He is a Wicked, bow Ty- 
rant that Demands, or accepts of it, on theſe 
Terms, and cannot therefore be fit to repreſent, Þ 
nor, indeed, to be repreſented by, any Body. And 
the only difference between him, and thoſe that 
comply with him, cah be ho more, than that be- 
tween the Tempter and the 1 empted, both, at beſt, 
are criminal.—g-It is an Honor to repreſent FRE E- 
MEN, but none but a Slave can Submit to be 
the Repreſentative of Slaves. 


The ſteady Virtue and Freedom, ſhewn by the 


ſand ſeven hundred and forty-one, to one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and forty four, by their invariable 
Adherence to the Rights and Privileges of themſelves 
and their Conſtituents, which they bravely aſſerted 
and Supported againſt all the artfull Practices and 
7 | Power 
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Power of theſe Proud Enflavers, the Aldermen, who 
looked upon their lawful! and rightful Creators, 
as their Creatures, like lome Repreſentatives ,, has 
always encouraged me to believe the Citizens of 
Dublin, as free and as brave a Body of Men, 4 

any in the World. This may well be preſumed, 
MW vithout any Exaggeration, when we find a Sett, 
culled by the Aude men, out of a double Return, 
not for any Wien of their Senſe or Freedom, to 
4 90n, as the long Secreted and unknown 
IH Charters of the Citys and the confticutional Rights 
ot the People were brought to Light, ſupported a 
lajcriiy of three to two, and fometimes, two to 
eue, upon every Queſtion for TRUTH and 
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 01BERTY, againſt the long continued C/ur pations 


ef theſe Aitle 73rants, till they met with that Fata! 


ob, in che Courts of Law, to which none of you 
an be a Stranger. 5 a a 


This, as it has always emboldened me, in my low 


ay, to endeavour to Proſecute this Cauſe, ſo it 


* 


Wii er, mis the re principles bit jr you 
ceaſts, animate me to exert the utmoſt of the 


Witle Power, Heaven has given me, to ſerve you. 


As few of you have been in the Commons, and 
none of you that know yourRights, or oppoſed. your 
Taſi-Maſfters, there, can ever hope to get in again, 
the Conſtitution of this City can he known but to 
a very Few :. Sp that let your Senſe of Liberty be 
ever ſo Strong, it not duly informed of your Rights, 
you. (Muſt, probably, glen Err in your Judg- 


ments. | 


In my firſt Andreſt to F WML no 
Body, as I then, thought. of no particular to offer. 
My ſole Aim in adviſing you to due Delider ation 
on your Choict, was only in Order to keep up the 
B rerogative 
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Prerogative of Free-Men, to prevent promiſes for 
Votes being foln or extorted from you, and to gain 
time to lay the Conſtitution of t 


Views and Privileges of the Citizens, open to your | 
1EW, 


This I ſhall do ; ROY" of the Snubs of Men 


e City, and ths 


in Power, the Aldermen of Society, as well, as of ⁶ 
Dublin, and the Sneers of anonymous S criblers, or of 


felf-ſufficient or [!ackney Gibers. Truth mutt Standby MY 
it ſelt. It may be over · caſt by Tyranny, and Eclipſed by — 
Ridicule, for a while, but, like the Sun, it muſt, 
ſooner or later, Shine forth to the manifeſt Dilyrace 1 
and Subverſion of Both. 

In order to give you a Clear and rational View = 
of your Rights and Privileges, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to Trace them from the Original. 


In Proſecuting this Deſign, I ſhall, therefore, en- 
deavour to give you 4a true and ſuccindt Account * 


of the ORIGINAL FOUNDATION Of 


the national Conſtitution, drawn from the beſt Au- 


thorities of Hiſtory and Laws. I ſhall explam the 
Prerogative, Pawers and Privileges of the THREE 9 
EsTaTes, that conſtitute our happy Frame of ⁵ 
Government, the K NG, LOR DS and COM- 
MONS, and Point out the Strength and Excel- 
lencies of this Conſtitution , in which it will appear, 


of what Importance to the whole, the keeping up 
FREEDOM and IN DE PEN D EN CE in 


ELECTIONS, agreeable to the Primitive. 
Inj; kution, muſt always be. 


I ſhall then make an eaſy and natural Tranſi- 
tion from the National to the civil Conſtitution, 
And ſhall give you a Cotre& Copy and Tranfla- 
tion of THE" GREAT CHARTER of your Cr, 

5 con- 
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In 
confirmed by AcT of PARLIAMENr, which muſt - 
at once ſilence” and put to Confuſion all the Ebe- 
mies of your Eftabliſhment ;, and ſhew them, that 
Fg maſt firſt com pleatly overturn the national 
| Conjtitution, before they can hope to ſhake the 
| FounDAT10N of ouR City, | 


This I ſhall do, without any view of Profi 


co the Author, or the Printer; tor as 1 ſhall draw 
of theſe Sketches, at ſuch times and in ſuch manner, 
dy s the Calls of my Profeſſion permit, they 
Dy * cannot, at a time, exceed the Bounds: or ſize of 


"X& this Paper. And that no Man ſhould poſſibly be 
= — for what 1 Write, on this Head, as well, 
2 as to ſhew my Senſe of Truth and F reedom, I 
hall always lay my ſelf open, by ſetting my Name 
3 io to every Paper. If I advance an Error, [ ſhall, 
4 Peon Conviction, wy; publicly, retract, -- 


9 I 9 11 cannot conclude this Paper, which has a. 
= Peady exceeded the intended Bounds, without enden 
x ouring to enforce one timely Caution more. 


2 You cannot be altogether inſenſible how vou and | 
vous Commons are treated by the Board of Alder- 

auen. Tho' you cannot fee all their Impoſtions, all 
heir Oppreſſians, all their Perfidy and unnatural 

8 Uſurpations, at one View, you muſt know, that 
they confeſſedly, unlawfully, and unjuſtly, with- hold 
from you, vous UNQUESTIONABLE RiGcaT of 
ain Aldermen, Coroners, and other Officers of 
the City: That they look upon your Couuoms 
as Beaſts of Burden, and tranſact matters without 
cheir conſent : That they wit hhald the Government 
and evesy Benefit of the Hoſpital, founded and erec- 
d by the City, for reduced Citizens, and their 
Children, from the Commons and Citizens, and their 


Iſſue : 
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4 Tire :: That, i in Spight to the Commons; thy ba, 
fer their menial Servants and their ' Bajtards, © 
Places for which many poor Citizens Petition, aht 


. deemed the tor i, the only unpardbnabis Ciome, 


Cusroms are given up without asking the Con- 
mons Conſent : That the Entertainments inſtirexed 


taken from You. and beſtowed upon Great Men, 
and Favourites of the Board; while YOU avid 


for want of which, they and the abundoned Orphans 
of the City are left expoſed to all the Miſerirs : 
a wretched, degenerate ſtate, where Povert 


That voux oREAT CouRT of DAR FUN Hun- 


DRED, where You have a negative upon a the 
Atts of Aſſembly, is ſet at nought 5 + That: your 


and ſet apart for Yuu, on all Public Days, are 


YOUR- COMMONS are created with the Frax- 
ments of their Feaſts, at the Stairs of the Tholſel, or 
at the Door of the Mayoralt)-Bouſe, like Beggars. 
Theſe are but a few of the Grievances 1 could, 
and may hereafter, recite. Nothing can give theſe 
Abuſes Sanction but your having Al ermen for your 
Repreſentatives. If you have diſintereſted Citizens 
to. repreſent. you, your Grievauces, of every Kind, 
may be brought” before the CUMMON-COUNCHE of 
the Realm, the Parliament, and you muſt Have 
Redreſs,---- Fave you any reaſon to judge that an 
Alderman v il Ori 0g in any Petition, and much lefs, 
one agair it bmſci/ and the Board? And conſider, 
will net 12tur ning an Alder man be fuch a conſefeidg 
to, aud approc ug of, tie Twanies, under Which 
you £744”, that it will, here Aer, be vain to make 
any Struggle tor your 7.:herties. J am too incoft- 1 
ſiderable an Example for any body, but as 1 hal. ll 
ever act as a Free Agent, before I ſhould be my A 

upon as One of the Members of a Body, chat 
could return fuch 4 Repreſemative, I ſhall chuſe » 
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L131 
be cut off from all Communion with them, by Dif- 
franchiſement. 
One thing more, which 1 had like to have for- 
got, Every Man, that is Born the Son of a fre- 


Alan, Every Man, that ſerves an Apprenticeſhip to 


a free-Man, and every Man that Marries the 
Daughter of a free-Man, is intituled to his Freedom 
of Dublin. This later Right the Aldermen, for 
Reaſons beſt known to themſelves, have, for ſeve- 
ral Years paſſed, cut off ; bur, all ſuch may Claim 
their Freedom at any Aſſembiy; and tho hay be 
refuſed, yet their Votes are as good, as theſe of 


any other Freemen, or of the Free- holders. 


While you deſerve the Name of Free-men, I 


{ſhall ever think it an Honor to be, and declare my- 
ſelf, 


BRETHREN AND FELLOW-C1T1ZENS, 
Your truly affettionate Brother, 
and 3 
naſt faithful Servant, 


G. Lacas. 
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